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In general, the main interests so far have centered about
the formulation and application of general principles.
It seems fair to state that the product of education has
been considered more than the process, the group more
than the individual. School researches, as a whole, have
dealt very little with attempts at analysis of the under-
lying and conditioning factors of the learning process.
They have stressed the measurement of results of educa-
tional practice, but not the reasons for success or failure.
They have investigated school systems as a whole, but
not the individuals who comprise the school systems.

While nearly all studies in experimental psychology
prove the fact of individual differences, little effort has
been made to show the practical correlations in adaptation
of method and subject matter that must naturally "follow
in order to meet adequately the individual differences
which exist. But since one salient characteristic of the
mental life is individual differences, this certainly should
affect the theory of education on the one hand and prac-
tical procedure on the other. The lack of experimenta-
tion in the field of individual needs is noteworthy; it
is undoubtedly on account of this that the problems of
individual special defect or of unusual ability have been
largely disregarded.

Let us review briefly some specific examples illustrating
the main trends of educational theory and practice,
regarding them critically in relation to the problem of the
individual.

The aim of education most frequently stressed at the
present time is perhaps best expressed as the socialization
of the individual. Though the evolution of this ideal
cannot here be presented, nor the arguments in its behalf,
nor the consequences to which it has led, it may be said
that even so broad and alluring a principle has taken
little account of the practical means for reaching each